General Prayer
23rd Sunday after Trinity

O Lord, we thank You that You have crowned the year with Your goodness. You have filled the wells with water, the fields with Your abundance, and the valleys with Your bounty. You calm the storms and renew the hills with  rain and snow. You fill the earth with Your riches and reward the hard work of people everywhere. You open Your hand and satisfy the desire of all who wait upon You. Great is Your Name, O God, and marvelous is Your mercy!

We give You our greatest thanks that You have brought us to salvation, giving life to the souls of mankind with the most precious gift of Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. By His death we have been delivered from the chains of sin, and by His resurrection we have been made citizens of Your eternal kingdom. Grant that in our time of grace in this life we may always look to Him who is the Author and Finisher of our faith, follow His holy example in our lives, and set our minds on the heavenly things You have provided in Him and promised to us when He comes again.

Send forth Your Word into all the earth, that Your commandments and Your saving Gospel may be proclaimed to all people. Let the righteous be glad in Your truth and sing for joy. Scatter Your enemies, and let all the forces of darkness flee before You.

Make Your Church alive with the power of Your Gospel, O Lord. Pour out Your Holy Spirit upon us, that we may serve You with conviction and zeal, rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation, and continuing in constant prayer. Teach the youth of Your Church to count all things as a loss, compared to the saving knowledge of Jesus Christ as Lord. Help the children among us to receive Him with joy, and remain in His Word throughout their lives.

Give peace and confidence to all who may be enduring any trial or trouble of body, mind, or spirit, and grant unto them the blessings of complete faith and trust in You.

And since the day of our final salvation is nearer than when we first believed, help us, O God, to put off works of darkness and put on the armor of light, so that when our Lord Jesus Christ shall return He will change our frail bodies and grant unto us the glorious immortality which He earned for us on Calvary’s cross. In His Name we pray, Amen.
